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No. 7. Some Observations on the Poison of the Banded fi
Krait (Bungarus fasciatus). By Captain GEORGE LAMB, I
M.D. Glasg., 1.M.S. Calcutta: Office of the Superin- n
tendent of Government Printing, India. 1904. Pp. 32. 0
Price 8 annas or 9d. 

Captain Lamb writes that it is evident that snake venoms, c

even the poisons of allied species, will probably differ c

markedly, if not entirely, from one another in physiological c

action and that it is necessary to study the action of each t
venom separately. The main conclusions to be drawn from t
the observations now published may be summarised as t
follows : 1. Cases of intoxication with the venom of g

bungarus fasciatus can be divided into three classes : (a) <

cases in which rapid death due to intravascular thrombosis
follows intravenous injection of large quantities of venom ;
(b) cases which present acute nervous symptoms and which I
terminate fatally within two or three days after the injection I
of the poison (these cases are indistinguishable, so far as ]
symptoms are concerned, from cases of cobra venom intoxica-
tion) ; and (c) cases which run a chronic course and end

fatally between the sixth and the twelfth day after the injec-
tion of the poison. The third class of cases are peculiar to
intoxication with this venom and present marked special
symptoms : a histological examination of the nervous system
in these cases shows a well-marked primary degeneration of
the cells of the central nervous system. 2. The venom of

bungarus fasciatus has an action on the blood plasma in vivo.
Injected directly into the blood stream in considerable

quantity it produces an increase of the blood coagulability
which may end in a fatal intravascular thrombosis. In the
more or less chronic cases of intoxication there is a

deficiency in the blood coagulability but the deficiency
cannot be said to be a factor in the etiology of any
symptoms observed. No definite results were obtained with
citrated plasma in vitro. 3. The venom of the bungarus
fasciatus has only a slight destructive action on the blood
corpuscles. This action is of little or no account so far as
the production of symptoms is concerned. 4. The venom of

bungarus fasciatus is much less toxic than the poison of the
cobra or of that of the daboia. 5. The venom of bungarus
fasciatus is not neutralised either by the serum prepared by
Dr. Calmette of Lille or by a serum prepared by Dr. F.
Tidswell of Sydney with the poison of another colubrine

snake-namely, hoplocephalus curtus.

The Treatment of Certain Malignant Growths by Excision of
the External Oa’l’otids. By ROBERT H. M. DAWBARN,
M.D. The Samuel D. Gross Prize Essay. Philadelphia:
F. A. Davis Company. 1903 Pp. xiii.-192. Price
$2 net.

THE title of this book as printed on the outside of the
cover gives the idea of the work. There we find it
called Starvation Treatment of Certain Malignant
Growths." The first suggestion that the growth of a

tumour might be controlled by a diminution of its blood-

supply appears to have been made by William Harvey who
tied the spermatic artery for a tumour of the testis. From
time to time since then the same principle has been applied
with varying success. It is chiefly in the case of tumours
involving the tissues supplied by the external carotid artery
that this method of treatment has been employed but the
anastomoses are so numerous and the collateral circulation
is so readily established that the effect on the blood-

supply of the growth is only momentary. About eight

years ago Dr. Dawbam conceived the idea of attempting
to control the blood-supply of these tumours by the

complete excision of the external carotid artery on both
sides. From a priori considerations it might be thought
that such an extensive removal of blood-vessels would
interfere injuriously with the circulation of the skin of the
face but in practice it appears that this danger is imaginary.
In most cases the growth was excised also. The author has
now performed this operation on many cases and several
other surgeons have also employed it. In all there have been
48 cases treated by this method ; of these 24 were cases of
carcinoma, 20 were sarcoma, two were angiomata, and in two
cases the report is indefinite. In one of the sarcomatous
cases death followed two hours after the operation and of
the remainder only 11 are available for study as to the
ultimate results, as the others could not be traced. In
two of these recurrence occurred and of the rest five have
survived the operation more than three years without re-

currence. Of the 24 cases of carcinoma 14 died within a

year of the operation and as some of the other cases could
not be traced there remain only two in which the result was
positively known to be favourable. The ages of the patients
have varied greatly; in one case a patient who was only six
months old recovered.
A later modification of the operation suggested by Dr.

Wyeth is the injection with paraffin of the occipital, temporal,
and internal maxillary arteries after excision of the carotid
in order to limit still further the blood-supply of the
diseased area. The results, however, do not seem to be
very favourable to this modification, as many of the cases
died within a few hours of the operation. A full account

of the technique of excision of the carotid is given and
details are afforded of the cases in which the operation has
been performed. It is’ perhaps too soon to express a de-
cided opinion with regard to the value of the operation but
it may well be deserving of trial in some cases of inoperable
new growths of the external carotid region, especially
sarcomata. The author is careful not to make excessive
claims for the operation he has devised but to relate dis-
passionately the cases in which it has been performed. We

i may mention one small verbal blemish. On p. 6 we find

"there was one death from secondary mortality " ; as it
 stands the meaning is a little obscure ; perhaps it should be
 "secondary hemorrhage."

!

 The Life of Frederic William Farrar. Bv REGINALD
, 

FARRAR. London : Nisbet and Co. 1904. Pp. 351.
 Price 6s.

Dr. Reginald Farrar deserves credit for having produced
a biography of his father, which is at least of a reasonable

length. As is natural in a work written by the son of a

f father who idolised his children, a certain amount of filial
bias is apparent. But a biography, from the very nature of

: things, is not unlikely to be biased, since it is generally
written by one who was on terms of intimacy with his

subject, and extreme intimacy naturally means affection.
e Although then we cannot always see eye to eye with Dr.
t Farrar in his appreciation of his father’s writings and

t style, yet we are free to confess that Farrar wielded an
a enormous power over his hearers. There is a class of mind
.- which prefers the hymns of Faber to those of St. Ambrose,
o and Farrar’s extravagantly ornamented style certainly found
n favour with many.
d In an appreciation written by Dr. James, head master of

Rugby, which Dr. Farrar quotes, a passage occurs stating
y that Farrar himself attributed his style to his fondness for

e certain authors of whom Jeremy Taylor was one. There is

n no doubt that Jeremy Taylor introduces quotations from
innumerable authors in his writings but to compare his style

lt with that of Farrar is to compare the architecture of the
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Mosque at Cordova with that of the Alhambra. Be this as
it may, Farrar’s life was that of a man filled with energy
and indignation against what he believed to be wrong. He

had the defects of 1m qualities: he apparently could only
regard extremes, but the real saintliness of the man never
shone out better than during the last weary years of his life
when he suffered from a slowly progressive paralysis. This

trial he bore with exemplary patience and it certainly
refined away the defects of his nature. Everyone, and more

especially, we should say, those to whom Farrar’s writings
do not appeal, will read the biography with interest and Dr
Farrar may be congratulated on a sympathetic and in

general a fairly j adicial estimate of his father’s career.
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Aids to Surgery. By JOSEPH CUNNING, M. B., B S. Melb.,
F.R.C S. Eng., Senior Resident Medical Officer, Royal Free
Hospital. London : Bailliere, Tindall, and Cox. 1904.

Pp. 394. Price, paper 4s , cloth 4s. 6d.-There is a definite
use for a book of this kind. It should not replace the
ordinary text-book of surgery nor should it take the place
of the regular work in the wards and in the out-patient
room. It will not avail the careless or lazy student who has
neglected his work till the eleventh hour, for surgery cannot
be "crammed at the last moment before an examination.
Bat a book like this has a distinct value in presenting to the
diligent student a r&eacute;8um&eacute; of the whole subject so that he
may be enabled to glance rapidly through it for the purpose
of revising and renewing what he has already learned.

Employed in this manner nothing but good can result from
the use of this little book. Of its class we do not know one
more carefully written and so far as we have tested it we
have not succeeded in finding any error.

Hiyh-frequency Currenis in the Treatment of Some Diseases.
By CHISHOLM WILLIAMS, F.R.C.S.Edin., M.R.C.S.Eng.,
Electro-therapeutist, West London Hospital, &c. London:

Rsbman, Limited. 1903. Pp. 222. Price 10s. 6d. net.-
There was distinctly room for a work on the therapeutic
application of high-frequency currents and the book before
us does to some extent supply that need. Many claims
have been made for the great value of these currents in

treatment and, as was only nataral, a large proportion of the
claims cannot be substantiated but experience is showing
that even when very many of the reports have been fully dis-
counted there yet remains no small number of cases in

which material improvement has followed the employment
of currents of high frequency. Mr. Chisholm Williams’s
book contains a description of the apparatus employed
in producing these currents and this is, on the whole, good,
though hardly sufficient for a reader quite new to the

subject. Then follow chapters on the Physical and Physio-
logical Properties of High-frequency Currents and lastly
the therapeutic methods are described. The diseases are
then mentioned for which this form of electricity has been
employed and the author describes somewhat in detail a few
of the cases. A few mistakes occur. On p. 41 it is said
that the cells of the Nodon valve ’ slowly heat up
to 50 centimetres"; we suppose "50&deg; centigrade" was
intended. On p. 43 it is said that static machines

"produce electricity by friction." Of course, this is not
true of the ordinary modern static machines, such as

Wimshurst’s.

Surgical Notes from Four Continents and the West Indies.
By NICHOLAS SENN, M.D. Pp. 198.-This book is a reprint
of various papers contributed by Dr. Senn to American
Medicine for 1902-03, during which time the author was

travelling in various parts of the world. Dr. Senn is a

good observer and his remarks are worthy of note. The

various papers deal with, amongst other subjects, Medical
Paris, Medical London in Summer, Surgical Observations
in Berlin, Renal Surgery as Practised by Professor James
Israel, and Glimpses of the Practice of Medicine and
Diseases in the West Indies. Altogether the collection is

very interesting.
The Still Room. By Mrs. CHARLES ROUNDELL and

HARRY ROBERTS. London : John Lane. 1903. Pp. 156.
Price 38. net.-This is a book the perusal of which causes
the Londoner to sigh. For it calls up visions of orchards
and beehives, of cool dairies, and sunny gardens full of
the warm smells of thyme, rosemary, and lavender.
A more delightful mixture of the carnal and the

spiritual we have seldom seen, for there are elaborate

directions as to the preparation of tasty meats, such as hams
and spiced beef, together with a chapter on distilling,
which work, say the authors, "is worthy of fine natures

and should be undertaken with a mind full of reverence."
We confess to being horrified at one recipe which is that for
a ham to be cured in the Norfolk fashion. After the ham is

pickled the recipe proceeds : I I Tnen brush it over with Crosse
and Blackwell’s essence of smoke. This preparation gives to
the ham all the flavour of the chimmey smoke in which hams
used to be hung." 

" Essence of smoke is a concession to
modern hurried methods of curing meat which we should not
have expected to find in a book edited and partially written
by Mr. Harry Roberts but we see that Mrs. Roundell is

responsible for the chapter in which the statement appears.
The slow impregnation of a ham with pyroligneous acid
and other products of the slow combustion of wood pro-
duces very different effects to brushing it over with a solu-
tion of the smoke. This is the only fault that we have to
find in an excellent book but we must warn the would-
be distiller of " waters and essences that if he does not

get a licence from the revenue authorities for his still he

may find himself one day in trouble.

JOURNALS.

Edinburgh Medical Journal.-The original communications
in the March number are on Hernia, by Mr. J. Rutherford
Morison ; on the Treatment of Cleft Palate, by Mr. W.
Arbuthnot Lane ; and on the Neural Factor in Heart Disease,
by Dr. Alexander Morison. Instalments are also published
of the articles on the Causes, Pathology, and Treatment of
Chronic Rheumatism, by Professor Ralph Stockman and on
the Relations of the Insanities to Criminal Responsibility
and Civil Capacity, by Sir John Batty Tuke and Mr. C. R. A.
Howden, advocate. Of the editorial paragraphs, some deal
with the proposed age limit for the staff at the Edinburgh
Royal Infirmary and with the acknowledged objections to

the administration of chloroform for the extraction of
teeth.

Mercy and Truth.-The principal articles in the March
number are by the Rev. M. Mackenzie, M.B. Edin., on the
Fuh-Ning Hospital in Southern China, and by Miss Winifred
Westlake, L.R.O.P., L.R.C.S. Edin., on the staff of the

Women’s Hospital at Julfa, in Persia.
Technies.-In the opening article of the March number

Lord Rayleigh publishes a lecture on Shadows recently
delivered by him at the Royal Institution of Great Britain.
The reference is chiefly to acoustic shadows-i.e., those
thrown by sound-and a number of interesting experiments
are described. Among the numerous other subjects treated
of mention may be made of the instalments of the papers
on the Diagrammatic Illustrations of Class Lectures, on the
Heating and Ventilation of an Educational Building, and on
the Bacteriology of Brewing. A variety of practical elec-
trical topics are also introduced.


